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January 11, 2006
    12:50:03 PM
    from Meryl Mandell
 to All Participants:
What is the best way to locate RWIS stations along interstate highway?  Is there a rule of thumb on how many are needed along a corridor - we have a 55 mile interstate highway on which we want to install RWIS stations - how many should we put in?  

January 11, 2006
    12:51:20 PM
    from Meryl Mandell
 to All Participants:
Can RWIS sensors and cameras be co-located on other roadway infrastructure such as sign supports or CCTV camera poles?  If yes, are there recommended practices for doing so?

January 11, 2006
    12:59:59 PM
    from abner johnson
 to All Participants:
Ohio has 169 RWIS

January 11, 2006
    1:00:42 PM
    from Gene Martin
 to All Participants:
Meryl, if you would like to get some ideas on the questions you asked, get with me after the meeting.  I would be glad to help you get some of your answers.

January 11, 2006
    1:06:09 PM
    from Kurt Kinion
 to All Participants:
Meryl, I can also help you answer questions about RWIS placement, site locations, and co-location/communication options.

January 11, 2006
    1:08:07 PM
    from FDOT ITS - TLH
 to All Participants:
Where is the expected physical location of hardware (servers, etc.) associated with CLARUS data centralization, what are expected software suites utilized, what are communication links used to link regional data to central data warehouse?

January 11, 2006
    1:09:27 PM
    from Lynette Goodwin
 to All Participants:
Maryl, The FHWA has produced "Road Weather Information System Environmental Sensor Station Siting Guidelines" available at http://ops.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/ess05/

January 11, 2006
    1:09:41 PM
    from Tom Bruff (SEMCOG)
 to All Participants:
Are there examples of the possible products produced through CLARUS/Aurora on the Aurora web site?

January 11, 2006
    1:09:58 PM
    from Darrell (AZ DOT) Bingham
 to All Participants:
Clarus details are being defined as we "speak."  I do not believe the solution has been finalized (one location, regional, etc.).

January 11, 2006
    1:10:18 PM
    from James Schultz
 to All Participants:
What about CLARUS Business Models ?  - will the data be sold and revenue shared, program self sustaining?

January 11, 2006
    1:10:59 PM
    from Gene Martin
 to All Participants:
WOW Dan spoke for less then 20 minutes, way to go Dan,  ^5

January 11, 2006
    1:11:26 PM
    from Lynette Goodwin
 to All Participants:
James, there is a Business Model Considerations paper on the www.clarusinitiative.org web site

January 11, 2006
    1:13:25 PM
    from Marty McKewon
 to Host(privately):
Does the FHWA anticipate any trouble in getting all states to easily turn over their RWIS data to Clarus?  Some states may have legal concerns.  What are you plans to address those?

January 11, 2006
    1:17:58 PM
    from Marty McKewon
 to All Participants:
Does the FHWA anticipate any trouble in getting all states to easily turn over their RWIS data to Clarus?  Some states may have legal concerns.  What are you plans to address those?

January 11, 2006
    1:19:22 PM
    from abner johnson
 to All Participants:
HeyMarty! I thought you were a MADIS Guy?

January 11, 2006
    1:21:14 PM
    from FDOT ITS - TLH
 to All Participants:
Could MDSS be expanded to cover weather and treatment cases that are more typical of those found in the southern states?

January 11, 2006
    1:24:04 PM
    from Ed Boselly
 to All Participants:
For FDOT, the short answer is "yes."

January 11, 2006
    1:26:47 PM
    from Dick Hanneman
 to All Participants:
Taking Ed's postiive response a step further, MDSS and RWIS enable an anti-icing approach that can be pursued with far lower capital investement than the traditional plow-oriented winter maintenance strategies appropriate where larger snow accumulations occur.  This enables "Sunbelt Snowfighting," a program topic at the 2004 APWA Congress in Atlanta.

January 11, 2006
    1:39:04 PM
    from James Schultz
 to All Participants:
Does the MDSS work on an individula truck/route/road and then get rolled up into a system level analysis?

January 11, 2006
    1:40:12 PM
    from Eric Griffin
 to All Participants:
Is the information gathered from the MDSS provided in some fashion to the state or local emergency operations centers in the areas affected? If this was answered in the earliest slides, I apologize.

January 11, 2006
    1:40:50 PM
    from David Kennedy
 to All Participants:
How were specifc vendor systems and products selected?

January 11, 2006
    1:42:13 PM
    from Tim Peters
 to All Participants:
While we as a community of highway maintenance professionals understand and believe we hav seen benefits from investments in technologies such as RWIS and MDSS were there any cost benefit studies performed on this program?

January 11, 2006
    1:43:03 PM
    from Pat Kennedy
 to All Participants:
At the end of a winter storm event, does the MDSS have the capability to compare its "future" predictions to what really occurred during the event so as to confirm the reliability of the predictions it is making during the course of the storm?

January 11, 2006
    1:46:12 PM
    from abner johnson
 to All Participants:
Is there a web address for this?

January 11, 2006
    1:47:21 PM
    from Lynette Goodwin
 to All Participants:
Visit the Road Weather Management program website at www.fhwa.dot.gov\weather.  Click on the RWRI Tool box on the right side of the screen.

January 11, 2006
    1:49:56 PM
    from william mahoney
 to All Participants:
Pat, at the request of the users, the FHWA prototype now includes a capability called "history viewer" that allows users to view the actual (RWIS measured) data along each route with the predictions for several parameters including road temperature. I am not sure if the PF-MDSS includes this yet.

January 11, 2006
    1:51:14 PM
    from Pat Kennedy
 to All Participants:
Thank you, William.

January 11, 2006
    1:54:17 PM
    from David Huft
 to All Participants:
The PF-MDSS has a "play" function that displays any  observation and prediction from definable past and future times. It runs like a media player.

January 11, 2006
    1:57:29 PM
    from Dan Middleton
 to All Participants:
Under MDSS what metrics are being used to assess the cost effectiveness?

January 11, 2006
    1:58:38 PM
    from Springfield Missouri
 to All Participants:
What type of equipment, cost, and maintenance concerns does an agency encounter when installing this equipment in the maintenance vehicles.

January 11, 2006
    1:58:50 PM
    from Paul Schwartz
 to All Participants:
With MDSS how many data points (number of sensors over a bridge length) are needed to ensure the models are accurate?

January 11, 2006
    2:00:51 PM
    from david wismer
 to All Participants:
Is there a standard terminology reference or dictionary of RWIS or road sensor terms?

January 11, 2006
    2:02:26 PM
    from Ed Boselly
 to All Participants:
In addition to Paul's discussion of RWIS ESS siting, I encourage any agency to involve a knowledgable meteorologist in the site selection process.

January 11, 2006
    2:04:53 PM
    from Ed Boselly
(privately):
Will we be able to obtain a contact list of all participants as has been the process in past events?

January 11, 2006
    2:04:58 PM
    from william mahoney
 to All Participants:
Regarding the question about whether the MDSS could support other non-winter mainternance operations, the answer is yes. The core route specific prediction products could be used to support other operations such as weed spraying, construction, mowing, burning, striping, etc. Specific decision logic modules could be added to provided specific decision guidance for any of these operations.

January 11, 2006
    2:09:39 PM
    from Jack Doherty
 to All Participants:
Further to Tim Peters' question (and it may be answered in the intial response to that question) could we break the question into two parts:  1) ROI of prediction model; 2) ROI of adding realtime snowplow truck "activities" and on-board sensor  inputs to the model?

January 11, 2006
    2:22:59 PM
    from Eric Griffin
 to All Participants:
To add to Jack Doherty's question on return on investment, I would encourage those who conduct cost benefit analysis to look at the monetized benefits of sharing of real time information such as MDSS with outside departments such as emergency services agencies, and county schools in making appropriate decisions on delays and information. I know with my emergency services agency, we could really use the information gathered by your on the road vehicles in real time, and would be interested in partnering to expand the sensors and increase in data gathering. The school system might could use the data to determine when best to implement adverse weather information

January 11, 2006
    2:23:58 PM
    from Lynette Goodwin
 to All Panelists:
Paul, there is an acronym list on the program web site

January 11, 2006
    2:26:45 PM
    from Eric Griffin
 to All Participants:
Look at costs of adding personnel during severe weather events, that turned into actual events, versus those events that turned into "non events"

January 11, 2006
    2:28:23 PM
    from Leslie McCoy
 to All Participants:
ice

