Talking Operations Seminar: ACS-Lite

August 17, 2006

Edited Chat

August 17, 2006
    12:54:23 PM
    from Jocelyn Bauer
 to All Participants:
The NTOC website where the recording and presentations will be posted: http://www.ntoctalks.com/web_casts_archive.php

August 17, 2006
    12:59:23 PM
    from Perry Craig
 to All Participants:
How large (i.e. no. of signals) were the 4 systems that were tested?

August 17, 2006
    1:01:21 PM
    from Les Kelman
 to All Participants:
Q for Raj.  Were the traffic signal timings optimised for the before on-street test?

August 17, 2006
    1:02:53 PM
    from Peter Koonce
 to All Participants:
Question to Raj: I heard FHWA representatives describe the importance of  travel time reliability at TRB this past year. How has ACS LIte performed related to reliability and how did the evaluation program assess this, if at all?

August 17, 2006
    1:03:23 PM
    from Lei Wu
 to All Participants:
Q for all presenters, is there a document which provides details about the system, software and software algorithms?

August 17, 2006
    1:04:35 PM
    from Sudhir Murthy
 to All Participants:
Q to D. Gettman: Can the Flow Profile detectors be on the leaving side?

August 17, 2006
    1:05:41 PM
    from Lei Wu
 to All Participants:
Q for Gettman: how was the one-minute resolution chosen?

August 17, 2006
    1:06:50 PM
    from Alan Deditch
 to All Participants:
Who supplies the ACS-Lite field processor and how much does it cost?

August 17, 2006
    1:08:11 PM
    from Dick Steeg
 to All Participants:
Q for Gettman: Will this system effecrtively manage saturated flow situations?

August 17, 2006
    1:08:22 PM
    from Alan Deditch
 to All Participants:
Is the ACS-Lite field processor hardened and tested to NEMA TS2 environmental specifications?

August 17, 2006
    1:10:05 PM
    from Logan Harris
 to All Participants:
Are this slides going to be available after the presentation?

August 17, 2006
    1:10:45 PM
    from Jocelyn Bauer
 to All Participants:
Yes, they will be on the NTOC site: http://www.ntoctalks.com/web_casts_archive.php

 within a week: 

August 17, 2006
    1:12:21 PM
    from Alan Deditch
 to All Participants:
I missed slide 9, would it be possible to see it again?

August 17, 2006
    1:16:31 PM
    from Joe Herr
 to All Participants:
Was the local traffic controller's adaptive split control programming used during the studies?

August 17, 2006
    1:17:39 PM
    from Logan Harris
 to All Participants:
What would the optimal distance be for the advance loops for offset tuning?

August 17, 2006
    1:18:27 PM
    from Lei Wu
 to All Participants:
Q for Gettman, what would be the optimal size of loops? Or does the size of loops affect results?

August 17, 2006
    1:18:42 PM
    from Perry Craig
 to All Participants:
Are the phase tuning detectors also used for local actuated operations?

August 17, 2006
    1:19:02 PM
    from Robert Rausch
 to All Participants:
Are the algorithms and software developed with FHWA funding readily available?  If so where?

August 17, 2006
    1:19:30 PM
    from Brian Park
 to All Participants:
Is there a logic identifying detector errors and a plan B under such conditions? 

August 17, 2006
    1:19:55 PM
    from Bhargava Chilukuri
 to All Participants:
Q for Gettman: Does it archive timinings for later use.

August 17, 2006
    1:19:58 PM
    from Challa Bonja
 to All Participants:
1) Is it possible in the future to have more than 12 intersections without the IP communications?

August 17, 2006
    1:20:18 PM
    from Robert Rausch
 to All Participants:
How does the ACS Lite handle failed detectors?  what algorithm is used to determine failed detectors?

August 17, 2006
    1:21:22 PM
    from Sudhir Murthy
 to All Participants:
Q to Manufacturers: Are manufacturers contemplating integrating the ACS-Lite into their own Master controllers?

August 17, 2006
    1:21:56 PM
    from Bhargava Chilukuri
 to All Participants:
How will it handle incidents?

August 17, 2006
    1:21:59 PM
    from Challa Bonja
 to All Participants:
Does ACS Lite have algorithms for arterials in both directions (like CBD's in both east-west and north south directions) or it is currently implemented only for one direction of travel?

August 17, 2006
    1:22:01 PM
    from Lei Wu
 to All Participants:
For Jocelyn, there'r many questions for twenty minutes scheduled at the end of this conference. Is it possible to have answers from presenters published on the web after the conference?

August 17, 2006
    1:23:39 PM
    from Eddie Curtis (FHWA)
 to All Participants:
Lei Wu - I will compile a list of questions after the teleconference and post them on the FHWA Arterial Managment Website http://www.ops.fhwa.dot.gov/arterial_mgmt/acs_lite/index.htm

August 17, 2006
    1:24:32 PM
    from Ken Courage
 to All Participants:
Is there any provision for a daily archive of operational data or performance measures?

August 17, 2006
    1:25:30 PM
    from saeed nowkhasteh
 to All Participants:
How is progression affected when new spits and offsets are implemented

August 17, 2006
    1:25:44 PM
    from Les Kelman
 to All Participants:
Did any of the field tests measure the impacts of ACS operation on  pedestrian delay

August 17, 2006
    1:26:08 PM
    from Jocelyn Bauer
 to All Participants:
That's a good suggestion.  I will ask the presenters to answer some of the remaining questions that do not get addressed  on the Talking Operations forum on the NTOC website: http://www.ntoctalks.com

August 17, 2006
    1:26:15 PM
    from Jon Meusch
 to All Participants:
How many past cycles are used in the calculations? Is this an adjustable parameter?

August 17, 2006
    1:26:18 PM
    from Robert Rausch
 to All Participants:
For those of us who develop central systems, it would appear that, with reasonable communications bandwidth, we could support ACS Lite controllers - but this would imply that we know the protocol and algorithms for central managed ACS Lite operation.  WIll these algorithms and publically funded software source be available for others?

August 17, 2006
    1:26:59 PM
    from Logan Harris
 to All Participants:
Has the traveling public been polled at these test sites to see if they could recognize the improvements that had been made?

August 17, 2006
    1:27:23 PM
    from saeed nowkhasteh
 to All Participants:
Are the info collected archived? and in what format

August 17, 2006
    1:28:52 PM
    from saeed nowkhasteh
 to All Participants:
Is communication from a remote site possible?

August 17, 2006
    1:29:56 PM
    from Joe Herr
 to All Participants:
if the unit replaces the master, is TOD or TRSP operation still availible as back-up?

August 17, 2006
    1:29:58 PM
    from Sudhir Murthy
 to All Participants:
It would be useful to know what additional benefit may be derived by using ACS-Lite AFTER the existing closed-loop systems have been fine-tuned to the extent possible.  

August 17, 2006
    1:30:14 PM
    from Alan Deditch
 to All Participants:
What is the method of communications between central and the ACS-Lite field processor?

August 17, 2006
    1:30:35 PM
    from Dick Steeg
 to All Participants:
Have measures of effectiveness verified improvement to flow and progression during peak hour periods? off peak periods? saturated flow periods?

August 17, 2006
    1:30:41 PM
    from Jim Brachtel
 to All Participants:
Which NTCIP standards were enhanced/modified for ACS deployment?

August 17, 2006
    1:31:19 PM
    from Robert Rausch
 to All Participants:
Have the NTCIP changes proposed been cycled back to the NTCIP working groups for adoption?

August 17, 2006
    1:32:52 PM
    from Alan Deditch
 to All Participants:
Can a centralized system still communicate with the local controllers in conjunction with the ACS-Lite field processor?

August 17, 2006
    1:33:06 PM
    from Dick Steeg
 to All Participants:
What has been the practical experience of using this sytem with video detection? Have any limitations been noted?

August 17, 2006
    1:33:47 PM
    from saeed nowkhasteh
 to All Participants:
Q for Raj:  Are you looking for additional sites to test the ACS-Lite?

August 17, 2006
    1:34:00 PM
    from Keary Lord
 to All Participants:
Is FHWA still considering future beta sites/pilot projects such as in Douglas County, GA

August 17, 2006
    1:36:34 PM
    from Perry Craig
 to All Participants:
Please confirm whether phase and offset tuning detectors are required at each signalized intersection that is within the network being controller.

August 17, 2006
    1:39:02 PM
    from Chun Shao
 to All Participants:
From Ping Yi at University of Akron:

August 17, 2006
    1:39:47 PM
    from Chun Shao
 to All Participants:
Is a copy of the Corsim lab simulation software available for others to test ? --- question for Gary

August 17, 2006
    1:41:33 PM
    from saeed nowkhasteh
 to All Participants:
As a member of the FMS working group, I'd like to know if there are any objects we need to include for the ACS-Lite?

August 17, 2006
    1:42:05 PM
    from Jeff Smith
 to All Participants:
I'd like to echo the question about how ACS Lite will work within an existing ATMS system (ie ACTRA or other)

August 17, 2006
    1:42:09 PM
    from Robert Rausch
 to All Participants:
 Are there any plans for supporting Interval-based control as used in many major cities?

August 17, 2006
    1:44:55 PM
    from Alan Deditch
 to All Participants:
Are the ACS Lite algorithms open source code (free) or are they fee/royalty based?

August 17, 2006
    1:45:54 PM
    from Robert Rausch
 to All Participants:
Can we expect to see all questions and the answers shortly?

August 17, 2006
    1:46:14 PM
    from Alan Deditch
 to All Participants:
If fee/royalty based, what are the details?

August 17, 2006
    1:49:11 PM
    from Alan Deditch
 to All Participants:
How does the algorithm handle the fail-safe modes of video detection such as fog, snow, bad camera, etc.?

August 17, 2006
    1:50:08 PM
    from Kelly Laabs
 to All Participants:
Did any of the test systems use Type 170 controllers?

August 17, 2006
    1:51:06 PM
    from Eddie Curtis (FHWA)
 to All Participants:
I will prioritze and select question that can be posted in an FAQ format to the FHWA Arterial Mgmt Website in the next week or so

August 17, 2006
    1:53:34 PM
    from Eddie Curtis (FHWA)
 to All Participants:
http://www.ops.fhwa.dot.gov/arterial_mgmt/acs_lite/index.htm

August 17, 2006
    1:54:44 PM
    from Ken Courage
 to All Participants:
We've heard some reference to simulation/lab integration.  Can you give us the big picture on what connectivity to hardware/software in the loop features are, will or could be available?

August 17, 2006
    1:57:19 PM
    from Joe Herr
 to All Participants:
How does the system transition out of preemption?  Is traffic flow data still collected and processed even during a preemption event? 

August 17, 2006
    1:59:08 PM
    from saeed nowkhasteh
 to All Participants:
Q for Raj: Is it possible to setup an FHWA sponsered work shop on the ACS-Lite in the future?

August 17, 2006
    1:59:16 PM
    from Alan Deditch
 to All Participants:
How does this integrate with transit priority?

August 17, 2006
    2:04:14 PM
    from james mccarthy
 to All Participants:
I expect that existing ITS funds, TEA-21 5208 funds or Safetea ITS funding could be used for ACS Lite deployments and evaluation - is that true

August 17, 2006
    2:08:34 PM
    from Keri Shoemaker
 to All Participants:
A possible avenue to SHOWCASE the ACS-Lite is to host a PDS (Product Demonstration Showcase) which is funded by FHWA.  The program is designed to showcase new technologies and bring interested parties together to see how they are implemented.    I am the coordinator for the Western Product Demonstration Showcase based at the Utah LTAP Center @ Utah State University.

August 17, 2006
    2:15:53 PM
    from Jeff Smith
 to Host(privately):
Will emergency preemption cause major problems or will ACS Lite pick right back up after preemptions are cleared?

August 17, 2006
    2:16:33 PM
    from Jocelyn Bauer
 to All Participants:
from Jeff Smith to Host(privately):Will emergency preemption cause major problems or will ACS Lite pick right back up after preemptions are cleared?

August 17, 2006
    2:21:27 PM
    from Alan Deditch
 to All Participants:
What will Siemens be charging for the ACS Lite code /APIs to other manufacturers and systems integrators?

August 17, 2006
    2:24:37 PM
    from Jim Brachtel
 to All Participants:
As ACS lite moves forward in time will there be any attempts to keep a "core set" of commonly held/supported software?

August 17, 2006
    2:25:11 PM
    from Alan Deditch
 to All Participants:
You mention full and open competition when specifying ACS Lite on Federal Project.  How does this address manufacturers and systems integrators outside of the 4 vendors involved?

August 17, 2006
    2:26:18 PM
    from Lei Wu
 to All Participants:
Congratulations to this sucessful conference!

August 17, 2006
    2:28:11 PM
    from Chun Shao
 to All Participants:
thanks.

