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April 1, 2009

Jocelyn Bauer: The presentation and recording will be posted to http://ntoctalks.com/web_casts_archive.php next week.

Dr Ram Tadi (presenters): Given the current global economy, do you still foresee the increasing VMT as shown in your graph 1990-2030?

Nick Ramfos: How are carpools/vanpools and hybrids verified?

Alan Danaher: You mentioned signal preemption is provided on access roads to corridor. Don't you mean signal priority?

Nick Ramfos: Were existing HOV lanes 3+ prior to conversion to express lanes?

Larry Shumway: How are occupants in a registered 3+ carpool verified?

M. Minnicino: Were contracts Design Build or Design-Bid-Build?

Mark Burris: Why did the speed on the express lanes increase once tolls were added to the lanes?

Thomas Cerny: Did the project have an impact on vehicle occupancy?

James Schultz (Michigan DOT): I see where you have revenues of over $300K per month, but what is the cost of operation...

James Schultz (Michigan DOT): Have you found the 11 ft lanes cause any problems vs. std 12 ft lanes?

Kawkeb Said: How often do you change the toll rate through the PM period? and what is the criteria you use?

Matt MacGregor: What prior HOV data did you have to compare to the registered HOV data? Did it go up or down? Are you able to detect people who are HOV that do not bother to register and go ahead and pay?

Ronald Davis: Do you think the average speed on the GP lanes would have increased during the past few months because of the nationwide trends to lower VMT - how much of the speed increase do you attribute to the additional lane?

kamal munawar: What kind of obstacle you have during the construction. 

Kawkeb Said: How do you enforce exempt usage?

Matt MacGregor: Is the lane dynamically priced or a fixed schedule? If a fixed schedule how often can the schedule change? How often if dynamically priced can it change?

Dr Ram Tadi: what % of violations do you see?

Ken Knutson: The enforcement slide shows a truck in the lower photo, I assume this is showing the gp lane.  Is there an axle limitation on the ELs?

Kawkeb Said: Where and how do the express lanes terminate at the geographic terminus of the project? Are you experiencing any traffic operation issues at these terminus locations?

Patty Rubstello: Any restrictions for large vehicles (18 wheelers)?

TTI   Chrysler & Kuhn: Do you use trip time reliability as a performance measure?
Frank Corrado, FHWA: FYI.. FHWA Freeway Operations Program, Managed Lanes, states that all States count children and infants as passengers.

Jeff Buxbaum: At the higher toll rates, what fraction of the traffic are toll payers versus free?

Erica Interrante (presenters): Thanks, great presentation!

David Zavattero: How many opportunities are there to shift to/from the express lanes?  What design standards were used to accommodate the merge?

alesia (presenters): What are your HOV violation rates?

Mark Burris: What is the status of the lawsuit regarding the definition of a carpool?

alesia (presenters): Is there any consideration to changing your carpool registration requirements?

alesia (presenters): Do you provide toll rebates when speeds drop below 45mph?

Dks: Bill Loudon: Has there been an assessment of how the Express Lanes have affected total person or vehicle throughput?

Ken Knutson: What percent out-of-state plate vehicles use the EL and how do you track them down?

Dks: Bill Loudon: Is it possible to pull over violators to the shoulder of the Express Lanes?

Matt MacGregor: What is the % of registered, % paid with transponder and % violater? 

David Zavattero: How are revenues from the express tolls used?

American Structurepoint, Inc.: Is the tolling rate real-time based on achieving the desired speed of 45 mph for the EL?

Robert Benz: What is the percentage of Hybrid users not registered but actual users?  I assume the Hybrid are SOV.  Would you increase occupancy or reduce the hybrid requirements?

Patty Rubstello: How responsive have traffic volumes been to minute-to-minute changes in toll rates?

Patty Rubstello: How is HOV exemption enforced? Do enforcement officers have access to HOV license plate database?

American Structurepoint, Inc.: What is your peak highest volume for the GP lane?

Mohammad AL Hweil: Are you allowing trucks to use the express lanes? and if the answer is yes how much you charge trucks relative to SOVs?

Frank Corrado, FHWA: another FYI..  FHWA Freeway Management Program, Managed Lanes, states Most state DOT have the legal authority to regulate use, as long as the rules are applied fairly.  Would it be difficult to explain restriction for out of State vehicles on an interstate facility? 

Nick Ramfos: Does the state have a legal definition of a carpool or ridesharing arrangement?

American Structurepoint, Inc.: How many entry/exit opportunities exist along the facility to get onto the EL? Is this different than the access to the GP lanes only?

Jose Rodriguez: Has transit ridership changed at all on the facility?

Erica Interrante (presenters): Are you measuring GHG emission reductions?

Matt MacGregor: They are probably not restricted so much if you could charge them electronically by their plate. Out of state volumes would be high in Florida. How about offering pick up and drop off pre-paid transponders at the travel centers. You pay 20, drive around the State, leave the State and then cash out your transponder.

alesia (presenters): What is the maintenance experience with the delineators

alesia (presenters): How does actual revenue compare with T&R estimates?

Erica Interrante (presenters): Thank you for the information.

Joe Rouse, Caltrans: thank you.  I will probably be contacting you later for more info!

Firoz Kabir (presenters): Great presentation on an innovative project. Thank you.

JYung: FYI- The low emission and energy-efficient vehicle exemption will expire on September 30, 2009, unless the Congress extends it. 
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