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David Zavattero: What's the relationship to appropriations, and contract authority for these funds?  Thanks.

James Schultz: congestion pricing - how do we tie the level of service to pricing?  For example does anyone price based on travel speed, time of day etc?

Peter Javsicas: Why not congestion pricing to raise revenues?

James Schultz: What the impacts of congestion pricing on energy, environment?

Ann Seligman: James, Environmental Defense (my org) just published a report on impacts of traffic on health

James Schultz: Do HOV/HOT lanes only happen when freeway lanes are added?  Has an existing lane ever been used?

Bob Hammersley: when creating a system to implement congestion pricing without the benefit of having a current tolling system, what level of support, and how, is FHWA willing to help?  Are there any components of the Congestion Pricing Initiative which support such an undertaking?

Ann Seligman: Any specifics out there on price elasticity for CP?

Gilbert Newman (presenters): The trucking industry will strongly resist congestion pricing.  The turn-a-round in opinion from negative to positive as presented, was that from automobile users or a mix of traffic?

Omar Necko: European cities implementing congestion pricing, have extensive public transportation networks, comparable to probably only New York City. As transit is a major component of the "4 T's" does this not require major shift in funding from roads to public transit network improvements. Are we as a nation ready to make that dramatic change?

James Schultz: Is Congestion Pricing the precursor for a fundamental way we fund transportation?  When do congestion pricing strategies become a basic user fee?

Peter Javsicas: Does anyone doubt that driving is under-priced?

Mike Pietrzyk: At what point in time, and where in the US, do you foresee existing "free" lanes converted to CP lanes??

Ellen Partridge: Is transit universally excluded from toll lanes?

James Schultz: How do we address social justice impacts to low income people addressed?

James Schultz: max flow and throughput - of HOT lane or entire facility?

David Zavattero: Aren't social costs more than congestion costs alone?   So are we really talking about "second best" rather the optimality?  So how close is second best, or how close can it be given the political realities?

John Gaynor: What proof that Congestion Pricing results in increase in transit, i.e. SH 91 or I 15 what did it do to transit use?

Jocelyn Bauer: Unfortunately, due to technical difficulties, we are unable to record today's seminar.  The slides will be available on the web at http://www.ntoctalks.com/web_casts_archive.php.

Eric Hill: Is the same emphasis or consideration for pricing roadways being given to parking pricing, and what can be the effect on the entire system?

Mary Ridgeway - MO: It would seem we have to overcome the perception that CP is additional money that has to be paid by the motorist who feels he's already "paid for" the right to drive on a highway.  I like analogies such as paying for an airline ticket for a seat to get you somewhere, but paying extra for first class to be more comfortable.  I'm sure there's much better ones than that.

MAG: If a crash occurs in a CP facility and results in heavy delays, do travelers on the CP facility get a refund?

Murali Ramanujam: Where is usually the money obtained by congestion procing spent in case of existing HOT lane projecs?

David Zavattero: So are HOT lanes included among the aggressive and innovative strategies under UPA since its been demonstrated in 5 cases already?

David Zavattero: To clarify and be explicit- will new contract authority come with any allocated discretionary funds?

Ted Stone: If an HOV that was to be built as an added lane is buitl as a hot lane, is it still eligible for 90% rather than the typical 80% fed share?

Peter Javsicas: How about using proceeds from congestion pricing to help pay for transportation alternatives such as transit and other mobility measures?

Ann Seligman: that's required in some scenarios; frequently used

Peter Javsicas: How pay for reliable, viable alternatives?

David Zavattero: Are the timeframes of the UPA consistent with the legislative processes experienced abroad and in the US to implement the CP "package" which needs to include the dedication of surplus revenues to enhance the alternatives for example?

Jocelyn Bauer: Resources and slides can also be found at www.fightgridlocknow.gov within a few days of this seminar.

Peter Javsicas: In London case, public transp. improvements (bus) were introduced concurrently with cordon pricing.

James Schultz: What is a reasonable timetable to go from talk to implementation - sounds like at least 5 years?
Bob Hammersley: at least five years, perhaps closer to ten

Mike Pietrzyk: 10 years if your area has not yet introduced electronic tolling.

Ann Seligman: In MN, who was polled? Did it include non-users?

James Schultz: How would rental car customers be able to use HOT lane?

David Zavattero: Is CP generally applied to directionally oriented congestion or can CP also be effective in a corridor characterized by congestion in BOTH directions?   Do you have some examples of this?
Sean Peirce 2: Stockholm charging is bi-directional.

Ellen Partridge: Do any of these pricing policies also look at the weight of the vehicle or gas mileage?

Mike Pietrzyk: Are there any CP lanes that are less than 12 feet wide??  If so, how is throughput impacted??

Martin: I've had audio fine all along.  But have gotten disconnected on video a couple of times.

Peter Javsicas: Re weight, mileage, Germany uses combination of gps tracking and engine displacement to distance-charge trucks passing through Germany.

Mike Pietrzyk: Can you foresee CP acceptablility increasing if combined with "pay-as-you-go" auto insurance??

MAG: Is Tolling a must "T" in the UPA?

Samuel Johnson: SANDAG will be exploring travel time "savings" alogorithms and offering guarantees

James Schultz: Who should lead - the MPO, Operating Agency (DOT)?

Peter Javsicas: Is PPP necessary, or just an option?

James Schultz: Who pays for the OBU?

James Schultz: Seems like we are developing local approaches (diversity) vs. a national (consistent policy?  - what are the pros and cons of this?

Peter Javsicas: Apart from congestion pricing and transit management, has IT for traffic management been proven as cost effective?

Roger Herz (privately): had to switch to another phone, logged in again. 

David Zavattero: Can you clarify the committment to implement by the end of 2009 statement?  I.E. please define "implement".

Bud Boyd: Hopefully, the questions and answers are being recorded to be distributed to participants.

Martha: How long does a recipient have to spend '07 budget money?

Al Hovde: Understand that an application for ITS-OTMC can also be submitted as an application for UPA...is that correct? 

Vidya: The success of Congestion Pricing is all about understanding the demand during peak period/hour.  Is their any technique(s) FHWA/USDOT would recommend to measure ‘True Traffic Demand?’

MAG: As mentioned before, Congestion Pricing usually takes 5 or more years to be fully implemented. What does FHWA expect for the initial effort?

Jennifer Bradford: Will agencies who do not apply for the Urban Partnership designation have any chance in being granted funds such as the OTMC?

Samuel Johnson (presenters): I am not sure I agree that parking management schemes that include pricing is not as effective as cordon pricing. Wouldn't it be a primary driver since it still appeals to the customers concern with the total cost of driving a vehicle versus an alternative mode?

